Environmental Justice:  Legislative Session 2009
The 60-day Legislative session opens in Santa Fe on Tuesday 20 January this year.  The session will end (at noon) on 21 March and any adopted legislation will become effective on 19 June.  Proposed legislation is introduced in either the House or Senate and assigned to committees for review.
Information on the proposed legislation may be found at the New Mexico legislature web site:  www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/default.aspx for those who like to follow things on the internet.  At the moment, the web site lists pre-filed legislation.  On January 12th, the list included 38 bills that will be introduced in the House and 21 bills that will be introduced in the Senate.  And that list will continue to grow.
Each bill is sponsored by a legislator and the list includes a link to a short description of the sponsor including party affiliation, district and county, and, most importantly, contact information.  

If you don’t know who your legislator is, the web site offers a way to find out.  On the left side of the screen is a tab called ‘Members’ with an arrow to the right.  If you hover your cursor over the word ‘Members’, some additional options will appear including ‘Find your legislator’.  Move the cursor over those words and click.  You’ll have several different ways to find the legislator you’re interested in.
Once the session opens, you can find information about the status of various bills.  You can use the locator (hover over the ‘Legislation’ tab on the left side of the home screen just below the ‘Members’ tab) to find out the status of particular bills, to see what legislation particular legislators have introduced, and to see what bills have been introduced on particular topics.
There will, of course, be many ways to keep up with what’s going on during the Legislative session.  One of the good things about the internet will be the ability to track topics, individual bills, or what bills particular legislators are sponsoring when you want to look at it and grouped together in a way that makes sense for you.

When you look at the list of bills, you’ll no doubt see one or two that interest you.  If you want to know more, contact the sponsor’s office.  Someone there should be able to tell you more information and ways in which you can help support the legislation.  It could be as simple as you telling them you support (or don’t support) the legislation they’re sponsoring or you might get as involved as going to Santa Fe to speak in favor of (or against) the legislation.  Your legislators are working for you.  When you see them representing you well, let them know!  In addition to the legislators themselves many organizations actively support and lobby for particular bills.  Speaking with people at these organizations might also help you find a way to participate in the process.  
Learn about the issues that interest and affect you and participate in the legislative process.  Change might be slow and the barriers might be many, but despite the many economic setbacks, 2009 can be a year of hope.  
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