Environmental Justice Update:  New Mexico Inter-Agency Environmental Justice Task Force
These days the term “environmental justice” is heard frequently.  Basically environmental justice or “EJ” is a commitment from the government to involve all communities in “the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies”.
An Environmental Justice Executive Order (EO 2005-56) was signed by Governor Richardson on 18 November 2005.  If you have access and enjoy surfing the web, you can download the two-page order from:  www.nmenv.state.nm.us/Justice/EO_2005_056.pdf.  In addition to directing cabinet level departments to address issues related to environmental justice, this executive order created a ‘multi-agency task force’:  the New Mexico Inter-Agency Environmental Justice Task Force.  
At a public meeting held on 20 May at the Capitol in Santa Fe, the Task Force heard reports from the two Environmental Justice Liaisons who are responsible for handling the Task Force business.  Mr. Milton Bluehouse and Mr. Thomas Ruiz (contact information available at their web site (www.nmenv.state.nm.us/Justice) talked about environmental justice activities in Mesquite, NM and San Clemente, NM.  They have worked hard to get public involvement in identifying and resolving environmental problems that affect the health, safety, and welfare of community residents including the South Valley.  
One thing Mr. Bluehouse and Mr. Ruiz have done is to create a website (www.nmenv.state.nm.us/Justice) with links to:

· the Executive Order creating the task force (listed above), 
· other web sites with environmental justice information,

· the 330 page final report from the Listening Sessions held in New Mexico in 2004, and
· an anonymous ‘hot line’ to report non-emergency environmental problems.

It’s easy to find fault – the web site isn’t in Spanish and what about people who don’t have easy access to the internet – BUT it’s a great start on a much needed resource.  SVPEJ hopes that you will take a look at what they’re doing.  Contact them directly if you have questions or comments or let us know and we’ll pass your comments along.
Closer to home, this year the legislature passed Senate Joint Memorial 46 (on the web at:  http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/09%20Regular/memorials/senate/SJM046.pdf).  Introduced by Linda Lopez, this memorial asks the Department of Health and the Environment Department to put together health and environmental data in three areas of New Mexico.   The Grants uranium belt, Mesquite, and Mountain View were identified in the Listening Sessions as areas with problems of environmental injustice.  Mr. Richard Moore of SNEEJ (SW Network for Environmental and Economic Justice http://sneej.org/) – who among other responsibilities and honors is a member of this Inter-Agency Environmental Justice Task Force and a resident of Mountain View – will be working with the task force directly on this study.  The study will collect and summarize existing records on health and disease and on environmental exposures.  An important part of this study will be to use the information to set health policies.
It’s an exciting time for the environment.  Lisa Jackson, the new Administrator of the US Environmental Protection Agency has said:  “Our concern is that in too many places in America, the burden of pollution and environmental degradation falls disproportionately on low-income and minority communities – and most often, on the children in those communities.  We can’t stand by and accept the disparities any longer. As EPA Administrator, I see it as part of my mission to show all Americans that this agency works for them.”
For more information contact the South Valley Partners for Environmental Justice (SVPEJ)
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